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APPENDIX I 

Claim Amendments : 

Amend claims 1 emd .S as set fortibi m the foUowii^ listing of claims: 

1 . {currently amended) A ttiixotropic ag^t comprising as components 
from 0.1 to 30% by weigbt of at least one ethylene teipolymer wax 
synthesized firom 

from 80 to 99.9% by weight of ethylene, from 0*1 to 20% 

by wei^t of at least two comonomers comprising 

as first comonomer from 1 to 99% by weight of at least one 

C3-Ct2 alkenecaiboxyHc acid and 

as second comoiK>mer from 99 to 1% by wei^t of at least 

one est^ of the formula I 



O 



or2 



1. 



where is selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, 
Ci-Cio alkyl, C^-Cn cydoalkyi, and Ce-Cu aiyl 
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and is selected from the group consistiDg of Ci-Cio 
alkyi, C3-Ci2Cycloalkyl, and C6-Ci4 aryl, 
fi:om S to 70% by weight of at least one first solvent incom^ 
. ethylene terpolymer wax» and 
fiom 5 to 85% by weight of at least one second solvent compatihle with 
the etfiylene teipolymer wax and with said first sotvent(s). 

2. (original) A thixotropic agent as claimed in claim 1 , wh^ein said first 
comonomer is acrylic acid. 

3. (previously preserUed) A tt^Kotosff^^ 

r4s hydrogen or methyl and is melhyi in fonnula L 

4. (premousfy presented) A thixotropic agent as claimed in claim 1 , wherein 
the Xylene copolymer wax is sj^esized from fr<Hn 9^ 

weight of ethylene and firon 1 0 to 1% by wei^t of at least two 
ocHnoniomers coni|>rising 

from 30 to 70% by weiglit af at least one C3-Ci2 all^enecarbox^c add as 
first comonom^ and 

from 70 to 30% by wdght of at least one ester of the fonnula I as seo^ 
comonomer. 

5. (cwrrewf/>'dw>«fidfe<0 A process for preparing a 

claim l,whidi comprises first dissolving the ethylene t^polymer wax in one <»: 
more solvents compatible with the ethylene terpolymer wax and then adding at 
least one second s olvent incompatible with the ethylene teipolymier wax. 
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6. (pre)nousfy presented) A co&&ngrnaltm 
agent as claimed in claim 1. 

7. (previously presented) A metallic paint comprising at least one thixotropic agent 
as claimed in claim L . . ^ 

8, (previously presented) A process for preparing a coating material or metallic paint 
by mixing in a tibdxotropic ag^t as claimed in claim 1 . 

9, (previousfy presented) A surface coated with a coating material or metallic paint 
comprising at least one thixolxopic agent as claimed in claina 1. 
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